SYLLABUS: PSY U668
Seminar in Sensation and Perception
Spring Semester 2007

Instructor: Dr. Yury Petrov

Office room: 115 Lake Hall

Office hours:  Tue 1:30 - 3 pm or by appointment
Phone: 617-373-6054

E-mail: y.petrov@neu.edu

Class hours: Mon, 11.45 am - 2.30 pm
Class place: 243 Ryder Hall (SH)

Content: This class is intended to develop skills necessary to read, understand, and present
research papers in psychology. The class covers the most influential articles from the vision
science literature that dominated research in visual perception in the last few decades. The
articles reflect different experimental approaches (primate neurophysiology, human brain
imaging, psychophysics) as well as the main theoretical frameworks.

Required text: Original research articles (see below).
Recommended text: Steven Yantis (2001). Visual Perception: Essential Readings. Philadelphia,
PA: Psychology Press.

Prerequisite: PSY U452 Introduction to Sensation and Perception
Course format: presentation and discussion of research articles in vision science.

Percent of final grade

» Class activity (presentations and discussions) 40%
* Homework (control questions) 30%
« Term paper 30%
Schedule:
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Class Policies:

(1) In general, no makeup exams or assignments will be given. A missed deadline will be
given a grade of 0, unless a valid excuse is given to the instructor prior to it. Valid excuses
include sickness with a doctor's excuse, family emergencies, etc., but you must receive
permission to miss a test prior to missing it. If it is due to an extreme emergency, it must be
documented later. If the midterm exam is missed and a valid excuse is provided, the final exam
will count 75% of the final grade.

(2) An "Incomplete” will be given only for valid reasons: family emergencies, serious illness,
etc. In general, | will not give incompletes.

(3) Cheating will not be tolerated. The minimum punishment would be failure on the test.

(4) Please arrive for class on time; late entrants to the classroom can be very disruptive.

Notes:

Please come see me during office hours. This is your chance to get detailed answers to any
questions you may have, clear up any confusions, and let me know more about you and your
interests. Do not waste your opportunities: come talk to me.

Perception, like many other advanced topics in Psychology, requires a little background
knowledge from other disciplines. Background requirements for this course are minimal.
However, if you feel confused and suspect your difficulty is due to a lack of background (in
neurophysiology or in basic math, for instance), | can help. Do not be discouraged: come see me
for extra help. You can learn anything.



