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NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 
Psychology Department 
Psychology and the Law 

Mon., Wed., and Thurs., 4:35pm to 5:40pm 
 

Instructor:   Kerry Eudy, J.D., Ph.D.                          
Email:   eudykerry@comcast.net    
Office Hours:  M 5:40-6:40pm and by appointment  
Room:  219 Nightingale Hall   
 
Text:  Greene E., Heilbrun, K., Fortune, W.H., and Nietzel, M.T. (2007).  WrightsmanÕs Psychology and 
the Legal System , 6th edition, Thomson and Wadsworth, ISBN 0-534-52106-1 
 
Lectures:  Lectures will be held on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 4:35pm to 5:40pm.  
Students are strongly encouraged to attend all lectures.  Please make every attempt to be on time for the 
lectures.  Arriving late/leaving early is very disruptive to the students around you. 
 
Blackboard Access:  Most lectures will be presented on PowerPoint slides.  All efforts will be made to 
post these slides on Blackboard.  You can access these slides at the following address: 
http://blackboard.neu.edu.  Also classroom announcements will be posted at this site, so please check the 
blackboard regularly 
 
Class Organization: There will be 1 class presentation, 1 midterm, and 1 final exam.  The final exam 
will be given during finals week, and it will be cumulative.   
 
Class Project Assignment:  During the first week of class you will be selecting a topic to present with 
fellow classmates. 
 
Grades: The midterm (35%) and final (35%) will comprise 70% of your final grade.  Class presentation 
will account for 20% of your final grade. Class participation will account for 10% of the final grade. 
 
Make-up policy:  Make-up exams will ONLY be given when necessary and appropriate arrangements 
have been made.  You must provide a written medical excuse.  Please discuss any unusual circumstances 
with the instructor.  If you take a make-up exam, it may be a different exam than the one given at the 
regular time.  All make-up exams must be completed within one week of the missed exam.  IF YOU 
MISS A MAKE-UP EXAM, YOU WILL RECEIVE A 0.  Exams cannot be made up after they are 
handed back.  If you miss the final exam, you will receive a grade of zero.  In emergency cases, with a 
valid medical excuse, a make-up exam may be offered.  
 
You must contact the instructor if you will not be present for an exam by EMAIL.  You must leave this 
message within 24 hours AFTER  missing the exam.  If you do not leave a message, a make-up exam may 
not be made available to you. 
 
Snow Days: If the University officially closes due to inclement weather, any scheduled exam or 
assignment for that day will be postponed until the next day of class.  NO EXCEPTIONS. 
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Final Exam:  If there is a conflict in your final exam schedule (i.e., having 3 or more exams scheduled on 
the same day or having two exams scheduled at the same time), you must submit a ÒFinal Exam Conflict 
Form,Ó with the RegistrarÕs Office by September 19, 2007. 
 
Classroom etiquette:  As a consideration to the instructor and your fellow students please turn all pagers 
and cell phones to the silent mode, or off, before entering the classroom.  If you have an emergency 
situation that requires you to keep your cell phone on, please inform me at the beginning of class.  Also, 
refrain from talking to one another during class.  This can be very distracting to the other students in class. 
 
Course Withdrawal:  If you choose to withdraw from this course, please fill out the appropriate form at 
the RegistrarÕs Office.  The last day to drop a course without a “W” grade is September 21, 2007.  The 
last day to drop a course with a “W” grade is November 16, 2007.  Incompletes will only be considered 
when provided with a valid medical/personal excuse.  Not doing well in the course is NOT a valid excuse 
to receive an incomplete. 
 
Academic Integrity:  It is the responsibility of each individual student to achieve the highest standards of 
academic integrity.  Refer to your NU Student Handbook.  Lapses in such integrity (i.e., cheating, 
plagiarism, etc.) will not be tolerated and will result in appropriate course penalties and referral to the 
Student Judiciary. 
 
Tentative Syllabus  (any changes will be announced in class) 
 
DATE  TOPIC         READING 
 
WEEK 1 
W  9/5  Introduction to the Course and Syllabus     
R   9/6  Overview of Psychology and the Law    Chapters 1  
  
WEEK 2 
M  9/10 Introduction to the Legal System     Chapter 2 & 7  
W  9/12 Specialty Courts       Chapter 2 
R   9/13  Theories of Criminal Behavior     Chapter 3 
 

 
WEEK 3 
M    9/17 Guest Speaker:  Stan Goldman, Esq., Committee for Public Counsel Service,  

Director of Mental Health Litigation Unit       
W    9/19 Eyewitness Issues       Chapter 5 
           
R     9/20 Groups 1-5 meet in class to discuss projects 
        
 
WEEK 4 
M    9/24 Suspect Issues        Chapter 6 
W    9/26 Criminal Forensic Evaluations/Expert Testimony    Chapter 8 
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R     9/27 Competency to Stand Trial      Chapter 8 
 
WEEK 5 
M    10/1 Guest Speaker:  Albert Grudzinskas, Jr. J.D.,  

Assistant Professor Psychiatry- 
UMASS Medical School        

W    10/3 Competency to Stand Trial/Criminal Responsibility   Chapter 8 
R     10/4 Criminal Responsibility      Chapter 8  
       
WEEK 6 
M     10/8   COLUMBUS DAY – NO CLASS 
W     10/10 Class Presentation (Group 1& 2) 
R      10/11 Class Presentation (Group 3 & 4)         
      
WEEK 7 
M     10/15 Class Presentation (Group 5)        
W     10/17 Review         
R      10/18 Midterm         
 
WEEK 8 
M    10/22 Punishment/Sentencing/Corrections/Right to Treatment   Chapter 15 
W    10/24 Civil Forensic Assessment      Chapter 9   
R     10/25 Guest Speaker         
 
WEEK 9  
M    10/29 Commitment, Law and Civil Competencies;    Chapter 9  
W    10/31 Risk Assessment       Chapter 9 
R     11/1 Sex Offender/Guest Speaker      Chapter 15   
 
WEEK 10 
M    11/5 Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice     Chapter 14 
           Handout   
W    11/7 Juvenile Offenders       Chapter 14 
R     11/8 Groups 6-10 meet to discuss projects   
 
WEEK 11 
M    11/12 VETERAN’S DAY – NO CLASS 
W    11/14 Juvenile Confessions/Competence to Stand Trial   Chapter 14   
R     11/15 Child Custody and Parental Fitness     Chapter 14 
 
WEEK 12 
M    11/19 Careers in Psychology and the Law      
W    11/21 THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO CLASS 
R     11/22 THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO CLASS 
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WEEK 13 
M    11/26 Class Presentation (Group 6 & 7)    
W    11/28 Class Presentation (Group 8 & 9) 
R     11/29 Class Presentation (Group 10) 
 
WEEK 14 
M    12/3 Review 
W    12/5 Review         
R     12/6 READING DAY – NO CLASS 
 
 
FINAL EXAM (CUMULATIVE):  DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED 


