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Depatment of Psychology Prof. Judith Hall
Northeastern University Fall 2007

PSY U664:Seminar in Soda Psychology
Current Topics in Experimental Social Psychology

Course Description

Thisis aseminarthat meetsin Sequence A (Monday and Thursday, 11:45-1:25). Asthe
title above indicates the topic will be current topicsin experimertal social psychology. There are
two required paperback books, and there is a packet of requiredreadngs to purchase at Gnomon
Copy on Huntington Averue.

The required books are:

Brewer, M. B., & Miller, N. (1996). Intergroup relations. Pecific Grove, CA:
Brooks/Cale.

Cialdini, R. B. (2007). The psychology of influerce, reviseded New Y ork:
HarperCadllins.

Prdf. HallO®ffi ceis 225 NI (373-3790, j.hall @neu.edu). Drop-in offi ce hours are
Thursdays 10:00 D 11:00 and students may also make an appointmert.

A seminar is a discussion-based course and therefare the formatwill consist mostly of
class discussion of thereadngs, aswell aspresnations by students followed by discussion. Dr.
Hall will provide background and commentary in every class but most of the class will consist of
student participation. It is essential, therefae, that students arepreparedfor class.

The course requirements areasfollows:

Quality and quantity of class participation (30% of grade).
Quality of assigned presentations (30% of grace).
Take-home midterm summary paper (15% of grace).
Take-home final summary paper (25% of grace).

Extra Credt Options

Students may complete one, two, or three(asthey choose) extra credt homeworks. Each
counts for an extra 5% toward the fi nal grade. The final calculation is mack after gradesare
completed, mearing that students who do not do extra credt assignmerts are not peralizedfor
not doing them. See separate description of Extra Credt Options.

Preentations

In addition to therequiredreadng for each class that everyoneis regonsible for, in every
class one studert will make a presentation of anarticle thathasNOT beenassignedto thered of
the class. The presenter will know the assignment well aheadof time, and therefore will have
opportunity to ak quedions of the instructor ahead of timeif desred Students areregponsible for
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obtaining their assignedarticle from Srell Library (eitherin the stacks or in E-journals), though if
you have arny diffi culty you canask Prdf. Hall. Seeseparat page on Presentations.

Take-Home Summary Papers

There will be two summary papers, based on the readngs, that are open-book, take-home
essays of about 5 pagesin length. You will get the specific assignmerts at the appropriate time.

Academic Integrity

For preparing presntations, students may seekadvice as needced. However, on the take-
home essays, studerts are not allowedto cadllaborate or consult with any other person, other than
Prdf. Hall if thereare quedions. Evidence of collaboration or copying will be taken seriously by
the instructor, with risk of receiving a failing grade on the assignmert and/or being reportedto
Univerdty authorities

Schedule of Classes, Readings, and Presentations

(Note: Readingsfor presentation are notin theclass packet. These are notfor thewhole
classto read. Only the presenter readstha article.)

Thursday, Sept. 6 Introduction

Jordan C. H., & Zama, M. P.(2003). How to readajournal article in social psychology. In P.
Sabvey & A.Y Rothman(Eds.), Social psychology of hedth (pp. 369-378). New York: Taylor &
Frarcis.

Mondg, Sept. 10 Cognitive Consistency

Fedginger, L., & Carlsmith, J. M. (1959). Cognitive consequencesof forcedcompliance. Journal
of Abnormal and Social Psychology, 58, 203-210.

Pregnation: Brehm, J. W. (1956) Pastdecision changesin the desraklity of alternatives Journal
of Abnormal and Social Psychology, 52, 384-389.

PRESENTER:

Thursday, Sept. 13 Cognitive Consistency

Stone, J., Aronson, E., Crain, A. L., Winslow, M. P., & Fried, C. B. (1994). Inducing hypocrisy
asamears of encouragng young adults to use condoms. Personality and Social Psychology
Bulletin, 20, 116-128.

Pregnation: Norton, M. I., Monin, B., Cooper, J., & Hogg, M. A. (2003). Vicarious dissonarce:
Attitude change from the inconsistercy of others. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology,

85, 47-62.

PRESENTER:
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Mondgy, Sept. 17 Social Influence
Cialdini, Ch. 1-3

Pregnation: Freedman J. L., & Fraser, S.C. (1966). Compliance without pressure: The foot-in-
the-door techique. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 4, 195-202.

PRESENTER:

Thursday, Sept. 20 Social Influence

Ciadini, Ch.4-5

Pregnation: Petty, R. E., Cacioppo, J. T., & Schumam, D. (1983). Central and peripheral routes
to advertising effectiveness: The moderating role of involvemert. Journal of Consumer Resarch,

10, 135-146.

PRESENTER:
Mondg, Sept. 24 Social Influence
Cialdini, Ch. 6-7, Epilogue

Milgram, S. (1963). Behavioral study of obedence. Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology,
67, 371-378.

Pregnation: Fazio, R. H., Effrein, E. A., & Falerder, V. J. (1981). Self-percepgions following
social interacton. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 41, 232-242.

PRESENTER:

Thursday, Sept. 27 Emotions and Nonverbal Communication

Strack, F., Martin, L. L., & Stepper, S. (1988). Inhibiting and facilitating conditions of the human
smile: A nonobtrusive ted of the facial feedack hypotheds. Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology, 54, 768-777.

Pregntation: Ekman, P., Friesen, W. V., & O&ulivan M. (1988). Smileswhenlying. Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology, 54, 414-420.

PRESENTER:

Mondg, Oct. 1 Emotions and Cognition

Richards, J. M., & Gross, J. J. (2000). Emoation regulation and memory: The cognitive costs of
keepng oneOsool. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 79, 410-424.
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Pregnation: Tieders, L. Z., & Linton, S. (2001). Judgmert under emational certainty and
uncertainty: The effects of specific emdions on information processing. Journal of Personality
and Social Psychology, 81, 973-988.

PRESENTER:
Thursday, Oct. 4 Attribution

Taylor, S.E., & Fiske, S.T. (1975). Pant of view and percepions of causality. Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology, 32, 439-445.

Preertation: Hall, J. A., & Taylor, S. E. (1976). Whenloveisblind: Maintaining idealized
imagesof oneOspouse. Human Relations, 29, 751-761.

PRESENTER:

Mondg, Oct. 8 Columbus Day-NO CLASS
Thursday, Oct. 11 No class, no office hour

Mondg, Oct. 15 Unconscious Processes

Bargh, J. A., Chen, M., & Burrows, L. (1996). Automaticity of social behavior: Directeffects of
trait construct and stereaype activation on action. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology,
71, 230-244.

Presntation: Bargh, J. A., Raymond, P., Pryor, J. B., & Strack, F. (1995). Attractveress of the
underling: An auomaic power - sex association ard its consequencesfor sexual harassmert
and aggression. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 68, 768-781.

PRESENTER:
Thursday, Oct. 18 Unconscious Processes

Macrag C. N., Boderhausen, V., Milne, A. B., & Jetten, J. (1994). Out of mind but back in sight:
Steredypeson the rebound. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 67, 808-817.

Preenation: Hamilton, D. L., & Gifford, R. K. (1976). lllusory correlationsin interpersonal
perceqion: A cognitive bads of steredypic judgmerts. Journal of Experimental Social
Psychology, 12, 392-407.

PRESENTER:

Mondg, Oct. 22 Self-Fulfilling Prophecy

Snyder, M., Tarke, E. D., & Bersheid, E. (1977). Social perception and interpersonal behavior:
On the self-fulfilling nature of social steredypes Journal of Personality and Social Psychology,
35, 656-666.
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Pregnation: Curtis, R. C., & Miller, K. (1986). Believing another likesor dislikesyou:
Behaviors making the beliefs cometrue. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 51, 284-
290.

PRESENTER:

Thursday, Oct. 25 Self-Fulfilling Prophecy

Chen M., & Bargh, J. A. (1997). Nonconscious behavioral confirmaton processes The self-
fulfilling consequencesof auomaic steredype actvation. Journal of Experimental Social
Psychology, 33, 541-560.

Pregnation: Word, C. O., Zama, M. P., & Cooper, J. (1974). The nonverbal medation of self-
fulfilling propheciesin interracal interacton. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 10,
109-120.

PRESENTER:

Mondg, Oct. 29 Stereotyping, Prejudice, and Intergroup Relations

Brewer and Miller,Ch 1-2

Pregnation: McConnell, A. R., & Leibold, J. M. (2000). Relations among the Implicit
Association Ted, discriminatory behavior, and explicit measiresof racial attitudes Journal of
Experimental Social Psychology, 37, 435-442.

PRESENTER:

Thursday, Nov. 1 Stereotyping, Prejudice, and Intergroup Relations

Brewerand Miller,Ch. 3-4

Pregnation: Howard, J. W., & Rothbart, M. (1980). Social categorization and memory for in-
group and out-group behavior. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 38, 301-310.

PRESENTER:

MONDAY, NOV. 5: FIRST SUMMARY PAPER ASSIGNMENT GIVEN OUT

Mondg, Nov. 5 Stereotyping, Prejudice, and Intergroup Relations
Brewer and Miller, Ch. 5-6

Pregnation: Devine, P. G. (1989). Stereaypesand prejudice: Their auomatic and controlled
components. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 56, 5-18.
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PRESENTER:

Thursday, Nov. 8 DNo class (work on summary paper), no office hour

FRIDAY, NOV. 9: FIRST SUMMARY PAPER DUE TODAY BY 4:30

Mondg, Nov. 12 (Veterans Day-NO CLASS)

Thursday, Nov. 15 Aggression

Bushman B. J. (2002). Doesverting anger feedor extinguish the flame? Catharss, rumination,
distracion, anger, and aggressive regponding. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 28,
724-731.

Pregnation: Anderson, C. A., & Bushman B. J. (2001). Effects of violent videogameson
aggressive behavior, aggressive cognition, aggressive affect, physiological arousal, and prosocial
behavior: A meta-aralytic review of the scientific literature. Psychological Science, 12, 353-359.
PRESENTER:

Mondg/, Nov. 19 The Threatened Self

Steek, C. M., & Aronson, J. (1995). Steredype threatand the intellectual teq performarnce of
AfricanAmericars. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 69, 797-811.

Pregnation: Bergas S., & Jones E. E. (1978). Drug choice asa self-handicapping strategy in
regponse to noncontingert succes. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 36, 405-417.

PRESENTER:

Thursday, Nov. 22 (Thanksgiving-NO CLASS)

Mondg/, Nov. 26 The Threatened Self

Roserblatt, A., Greerberg, J., Sdomon, S., Pyszczynski, T., & Lyon, D. (1989). Evidence for
Terror Managemernt Theory: |. The effects of mortality salience on reections to those who violate
or uphold cultural values Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 57, 681-690.
Pregnation: Baumeister, R. F., Bratslavsky, E., Muraven M., & Tice, D. M. (1998). Ego
depetion: Is the acive self alimited resource? Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 74,
1252-1265.

PRESENTER:

Thursday, Nov. 29 Culture

Kim, H., & Markus, H. R. (1999). Deviance or uniqueress, hamony or conformity? A cultural
arnalysis. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 77, 785-800.
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Preertation: Cohen, D., Nisbett, R. E., Bowdle, B. F., & Sctwarz, N. (1996). Insult, aggression,
and the southern culture of honor: An Oeyperimertal ethnography.OJournal of Personality and
Social Psychology, 70, 945-960.

PRESENTER:
Mondg, Dec. 3 The Moral-Empirical Interface

Cdman A. M. (1991). Crowd psychology in Sauth Africanmurder trials. American
Psychologist, 46, 1071-1079.

Pregnation: Fiske, S. T., Beroff, D. N., Borgida, E., Deaux, K., & Heilman M. E. (1991).
Sceial science reseach on trial: Use of sex steredyping researchin Price Waterhouse v. Hopkins.
American Psychologist, 46, 1049-1060.

PRESENTER:

Monday, Dec. 3 FINAL SUMMARY PAPER ASSIGNMENT GIVEN OUT
TODAY

Monday, Dec. 10 FINAL SUMMARY PAPER DUE TODAY BY 4:30

Class Participation

Good class participation starts with regular attendance and coming to class on time.
Obviously, one must also speak up in classin orderto contribute effecively. However, the sheer
amaunt of participation is not all that maters Good participation involvesthe following: (1)
Listening well, so that your commertstruly follow from what othershave said. (2) Adding
commerts that push the discussion along rather thanjust affirming or paragrasng what someone
else said. (3) Using your commerts to demonstrate that you arethinking about the material and
have readthe assignmerts. (4) Pasing good quedionsto the instructor or other class memkbers A
good quedion canak for clarification of something thatis not clear, or it canbe intendedto
probe or challenge another speaker or something thatyou read Ground rulesfor participation
involve showing interes, showing mutual repect, and every studentOsdoption of aleadership
attitude. Your goal isto sharein arewardng learning experience, not to compete or show off. A
leackrship attitude doesnOmeanthat you wres control from the instructor, or that you dominate
the class discussion; it doesmeanthatyou are not just passively listening or letting the discussion
goin ary direction it happernsto go. A leadership attitude mears that Y OU make effortsto shape
the discussion, to getit backon track, to takeit in adirecion you wart it to go, and to quedion or
challenge fellow studerts or theinstructor (repectfully). Students who are naturally quiet will
needto work egecially hardto develop their participation skills.

Presentations

Presnations should be plamed to take albout 30-40 minutes counting both the formal
presertation and class quegions/discussion. You canuse black'whiteboard, overheads, and/or
paper handouts, but not Powerpoint. You canwork from notesand you canalso referto the
articleif you needto. You must always keepin mind that the reg of the class hasnot readthe
article, which mears explaining background and other bascsand going slowly enough for the
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audienceto digeg whatis being said. You must demonstrate that you cango beyond just
reporting/quoting whatOssaid in the article. This includessaying thingsin your own words,
paraghrasng, summarizing, tying the findings to otherthings learredin the course, criticizing,
and specuating. You should prepare one or two intereging quegionsto ak the class, to get
discussion going after the presertation. You areregponsible for underganding what wasdone in
the researchbeing de<cribed so that you canarswer quedions from the class. Of course, no oneis
expecedto memorize every defail, so it isallowaldeto look atthe article if you needto for
arswering quedions. However, you should come prepared with a very good underganding of the
resarch. Be sure you readit far enough ahead so that you have timeto ask Prof. Hall for
clarificaion of anything in the article that you donOundergand. Be sure to ask for help; you are
not expeciedto be abe to undergand complicatedresach articleswithout help. And remember,
faking it wonOwork whenyou arestanding up in front of the class!

Prdf. Hall will arrange the schedule of presentations and will distribute the readngs well
in advance so you have plenty of notice.You might be givenadditional background readng along
with your article (for your own edficaion), but you are regonsible for preserting only the one
article.

Whendescribing aresearch article, be sure to prioritize so thatyour listenershearwhatOs
importart rather thanalot of detail that might not mater or be a distracion to the main points.
Always keepin mind thatyou wart to talk about whatisimportart, not talk about everything.
(SeeReadng Primary Saurcesfor more advice)

On Reading Primary Sources

Much of your readng consists of primary sources(original reseach articleg. Thes can
be daunting to readif you are not usedto them, and egecially if you arenot very knowledyealie
about statistics Those of you who might be phobic about numberswill be additionally
challenged Hereare tips on how to readthese articles

Authors always describe and paraghrase in regular English what they aredoing and what
they found. Therefore, it is possible to getthe basc message evenif you never readthe numbers
atall. So, remind yourself asyou go along through an article that the author says it, and saysit
again and someimesyet again, in different placeswithin the article. However, you should do
your bed to make serse of the numerical presentations. Especially, ook closely atthetabes
and/or figures asthey usually present reaultsin a clearfashion in termsof graphing mears or
showing mears within differert cells of aresarch desgn. And whenyou look, THINK.
Applying your normal common sense will achieve a high level of underganding.

Y ou should not rely on the summaryin the Abstract, nor the summary in the Discussion,
asasubstitute for readng the Method and Results. You will never fully underdand what was
done and what wasfound if you rely on summariesinsteadof grappling with the actual study and
itsreaults.

At the sametime, readers(even professional ones are facedwith a significart Gored
veras treeOproblemN in other words, there is a huge amaunt of detail and mary results are
reported but you areprobahlly interesedin only a portion of the detail and afew of the reaults.
Whenyou read be sure to think careully about whatis more importart and whatisless
importart. DonOget bogged down in unimportart details or results that are not realy about the
main point. You could easly wage a huge amaunt of timeon the wrong things. Of course,
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deciding what are the right things to focus on is not eay and it is a skill that grows with
experience. And, two reacersmight focus validly on differernt agpecsN for example, they might
disagreeon what reaults areimportant, or they might disagreeon what the results mean or one
might seeaflaw while the other doesnot or they might debate whether itisaflaw. You canbring
your individuality to the readng of resach articles

Whenyou read you should cultivate a critical attitudeN which means thinking hard
about whether what you are readng makessense ard whether you agreewith it. CCriticalO
doesnOmean Oregative OY ou canreadsometing criticaly and reachthe conclusion that the
work is perfectin every way. So, being critical mears being skeptical and willing to challenge the
writer. It isthe process of appraising, not the final conclusion you reach Discussion of articlesis
much more intereging if the class goesbeyond digeging what the author said to posing new and
somefimeschallenging quedions about what the author said.

Be sure you take good noteson eech article you read When| take noteson anarticle, my
page of notesis usually no more than one page of handwriting, bullet-style. If your notepageis
much longer thanthis, you are probally writing down extranecus detail. Of course, articlesvary
in their complexity and how mary studiesthey report, etc. The importart things for you to make
note of are the following (if it would help, you could make yourself atemgate thatyou fill in):

Whatthe main quedionis
Who the participants were (usually college studerts)
How the research wasdesgned

What wasthe independert variade(9

What wasthe deperdent variade(9

(Someimesthe IV-DV dedgnation is not relevart, asin a correlational study)

What were the (importart) reaults
Interpretations, commerts, problems quedions, Olottom lineO

A good quedion to ask yourself after readng ary articleis (G5owhat?OThis makesyou
think about the bottom line and make anoverall appraisal of the research Another good
mechanism to ersuring your underdanding is to imagne telling another person about it (or
actually tell someme about it). What would you say? What quedions would they ak?

Summary Papers

There aretwo assigned papers that take the place of midtermand final exams. Eachof
themis basedon the readngs (also discussion) we have had The first coversreadngs up through
OSédltFulfilling ProphecyOand the second covers the whole semeger though emphaszing the
secand half. Each paper will be 4-5 pageslong, double-spaced Y ou will be givenanessay
guegion, the goal of whichisto make you consider all of the readngs at once (though you do not
have to mertion all the readngsin your answer)N for examge, to find common themesor to
compare reaults or thearetical frameworks. In your papersyou are expeciedto demonstrate an
underganding of the readngs/discussion aswell asput ideastogetherin a sernsible way that
regponds to the specific quegion being aked. Whenmentioning readngs, explain what exactly
you arereferring to/talking about; donOjfust give the citation. The latter doesnOtlemonstrate
magery. Thisis your opportunity to show that you undergood the readngs, aswell asto show
thatyou canthink integratively and originally.
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You canuse ary and all printedresourcesfor answering the quegions but you may
consult only with me, if you have clarifying quedions. You may not collaborate with other
students or consult anyone else. You areregonsible only for material that you were assignedto
read but you should also bring in issuestalkedabout in classif thatisrelevart.

Papersshould be turnedin to my offi ce (225 NI) or to the Ps/chology office (125 NI) on
the day they aredue. In anemergercy, | would accef electronic submission but use that option
only in anemergercy.

Extra Credit Options

Periodically during the semeder, an extra credt homework will be off eredto the class.
This consists of readng anassigned article and writing a 3-page de<cription and amalysis of it,
including regponsesto specific quedions assignedby Dr. Hall. Studerts may choose to do one,
two, or threeof these assignmerts. Eachwill count a maximum of 3 additional percertage points
on the final grade (depending on how well you do the assignmert). No one canlose points by
doing the extra credt. If you chooseto do anextra credt paper, you must turn it in no later than
one weekafter you takeit. No extracredt papers will be assignedduring the fi nal three weelks of
class. Studerts not doing any extra credt paperswill not be peralizedin their grade.



