NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
Psychology Department

Psychology of Women (PSY U302)
Fall 2007..Mondg, Wednesday, and Thursday, 10:30am - 11:35am (310BK)

Professor Spikes

Office: 237Nightingde Hall

Telephone (617) 3733094

Office Hours: Wednesdays 11:45am - 1:00 pm

I. COURSE OBJECTIVE
Introduces the student with little or no backgroundin psychology to the current
theories and research on the psychology of women. Criticaly examines
psychological, biological, and sodal influences on gende differences, gende roles,
and gende stereotypesin thelight of scientific evidence and individud experience.
Assesses the consequences for sodety. Uses the unique perspective generated in the
field of thepsychology of women to evaluate traditiond research methodsin
psychology as well as the major psychological theories formulated to explain women
and the differences between women and men. Emphasi zes critical-thinking skills.

II. COURSE SESSIONS

* Sessionswill beonehour (1) andfive (5) minutesin duration.

* Sessionswill be approximately 60% lecture and 40% application (videos
discussions and out-of-class assignments).

* Students should arrive at sessionsontime. Students must not enter a class session
after 10:45 am.

* Students may notengagein a cellular telephoneconvesation, or make cellular
telephonecalls during aclass session. Likewise, students mug putther cellular
telephones (and beepers) on vibrate mode

III. COURSE TEXTBOOK

Maitlin, Margaret (2008. The Psychology of Women, 6™ Edition, Harcourt, Brace,
Javanovich

IV. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING
1. Tests 1,2 and 3...Each test score will congitute one-third of theoverall course

grade Each test will consst of acombination of multiple-choice and trueffalse
guestions

2. “Optional” Extra-Credit AssignmentE Each student will begiven the[same]
oppotunity to earn ten (10) extra points. Thisassignmentisoptiond! Thus if a
student chooes not to complete the assignmentEt hen his’her gradewill notbe
pendized. The assignment will bedistributed in class approximately 3 - 5 days
prior to when it will bedue



Thepoints will beadded to the Gum of test scores@&t hen, the
course gradewill becalculated [for example] as follows:

T1= 90
T2= 92
T3= 80
253
EC= 10

262/3 = Course Grace of 87.3 (B+)
NOTE: Students will not be given the opportunity to earn any other type of
extra-credit! Also, students will not be allowed to make-up the
assignment if he/she does not submit it on the due date.

3. No Final Exam For This Course

4. The grading-scale will be as follows:

94-100(A) 86-89(B+) 76-79(C+) 66-69(D+) 59andBeow (F)
90-93(A-) 83-85(B) 73-75(C) 63-65(D)
80-82(B-) 70-72(C-) 60-62(D-)
V. OTHER COURSE POLICIES

1. Make-Up Tests!

A student will begiven amake-uptest if he/she has an illness or emergency-
situdion tha resultsin him/her notbeng able to take a scheduled test. However,
the student mug present doaumentation/proof of theillness or emergency.

For non-emergency illnesses/situaions the student mug contact Professor Spikes
[directly or viavoice mail] prior to missinga scheduled test. If not, then the
student might nat be pemitted to take a make-up test. For emergency
illnesses/situaions the student mug contact Professor Spikes within 24-hours of
thescheduled test. If not, then the student might not be permitted to take a make-
up test.

All make-up tests mugt be completed by December 10" . Students will only be
allowed one(1) make-uptest. Likewise, make-up testswill consst of a
combinaion of written essay/discussion questionsand multiple-choice questions
As aresult of the Qlifferent formatQ the make-up tests may appear to be more
difficult. Make-uptestswill consst of questionspertaining to [therelevant]
information presented in both thetextbookand thelectures.



2. Although I may not lecture on an entire chapter (within your textbook)Eyou
will be expected to know the entire chapter for thetests. Also, youwill be expected to
know lecture materials that are notcontained in your textbook. Thus youwill notbe
tested on any informationhandous that is headed as FY 10

3. If you do not attend a class session in which handouts, lecture-outlines, and/or
assignments are distributed, then it isyourresponsbility to obtain such
information from someoneother than Professor Spikes.

4. You are not allowed to use any computer or electronic devices d}lring a test. If
you are observed usng such devices, then you will receive a grade G-Oon thetest.

5. “CHEATING” ON A TEST/WRITING ASSIGNMENT WILL EARN YOU
THE FOLLOWING:

Thegrade GFOon thetest/writing assignment. Also, arecommendation to the
Academic Judicial Committee tha you beexpdled fromthe University.

6. PROFESSOR SPIKES WILL NOT RESPOND TO MESSAGES AND/OR
REQUESTS VIA E-MAIL! Please contact her [directly] in person (237 Nl), or
leave messages [for he] at her direct extengon (6173733094) Likewise, shewill
be available during scheduled office hours (see page 1).

VI. COURSE SCHEDULE

DATE TOPIC/S READING/S
Week 1 Course Agenda NONE
(9/5-6) Introdudion Ch.1

Week 2 Gendea Stereotypes and Other Gende Biases Ch.2
(9/10,12- 13)

Week 3 Infancy and Childhood Ch.3
(9/17,19-20)  Adolescence Ch.4

Week 4 Addescence, continued

(9/24,26-27)  Cognitive Abilities and Achievement Motivation Ch.5
Week 5 TEST #1 (10/1) (Chapters 1 - 35)

(104, 3-4) Genda Compaisonsin Soda and Persondity Characteristics Ch. 6

Week 6 Genda Compaisonsand Persondity Characteristics, continued
(10A0-11) Women and Work Ch.7



Weeks7 & 8

Sexudity and Violence Againg Women Ch.9&13

(10/15,17, 18, 22, 24, 25)

Week 9 TEST #2 (10/29) (Chapters 6, 7,9 & 13, and 8)
(10R29,31,111) LoveReationsips Ch.8
Week 10 Women and Physcal Health Ch.11
(115, 7-9)

Week 11 Women and Psychological Disorders Ch.12
(11/14-15

Week 12 Women and Older Adulthood Ch.14
(1119)

Week 13 Women and Older Adulthood, continued

(11/26,28-29) Moving Onward TBA
Week 14 Course Finde TBA
(12/3,5) TEST #3 (12/5) (Chapters 8, 11, 12, and 14)

Note: In the event of a school closing on 12/5...Test #3 will be
administered on the scheduled Final Exam date and time.

| am looking forward to ushaving a Fun and Productive session!



