
Ethics & Professional Issues, PSY G302    Prof. Perrin Cohen 
Spring, 2007  
 

Syllabus 
 

     Course Overview & Objectives:  In this seminar, you will learn to use the AIR 
model of ethical inquiry as an interdisciplinary framework to problem solve ethical issues 
encountered in and outside of the workplace. With the aid of the model, you will learn 
skills and resources that will help you to clarify your ethical thinking and decision about 
issues of fairness, honesty, harmful action and disrespect. Ethical challenges play an 
increasingly important role in our professional lives as researchers, teachers and 
employees impacting career choices, self “marketing”, assessing personal qualifications, 
relating to research participants, students, clients, colleagues, and to broader public and 
professional choices regarding scientific integrity and public policy. The goal of the 
“ethics” piece of this seminar is to help you become more confident and skilled at 
identifying and acknowledging ethical challenges as well as researching  and responding 
to them in ways that are more caring, compassionate and respectful to you and others 
involved.    
 Toward this end, you will have opportunities to:  Reflect upon/identify ethical 
concerns/issues that you experience in your research, teaching, and other professional 
contexts.  Constructively listen to and speak with others about such issues.  Identify 
resources and people, on and off campus, that inform you about such issues.  Do some 
interdisciplinary research that clarifies your ethical thinking and decision making about 
a particular issue.  Discuss options/alternatives for constructively converting your ethical 
thinking and decision making into practical action.  Discuss practical benefits and 
challenges of  enhancing ethical awareness and inquiry. 
 
Required Texts: 
       Elliott, D. & Stern, J.E. (Eds.) (1997).  Research Ethics:  A Reader.  Hanover, NH:  
University Press of New England. 
       Sales, B.D. & Folkman, S.  (Ed.) (2000). Ethics in Research With Human 
Participation.  Washington, DC:  American Psychological Association. 
 
Related Texts (can be borrowed from Perrin): 
 
       Armstrong, S.J. & Botzler, R.G. (Eds.).  (2003).  The Animal Ethics Reader.  
London:  Routledge. 
       Bersoff, D.N.  (2003).  Ethical Conflicts in Psychology (3rd Ed), Washington, DC:  
American Psychological Association. 
       Jukes, N.  & Chiuia, M.  (2003).  From Guinea Pig to Computer Mouse (2nd Edition.)  
Leicester:  International Network for Humane Education. 
       Kimmel, A.J.  (1996).  Ethical Issues in Behavioral Research.  Cambridge, MA:  
Blackwell Publishes, Inc. 
       Koocher, G.P.  (1998).  Ethics in Psychology.  Oxford:  Oxford University Press. 
       Sieber, J.E. (Ed.).  (1991).  Sharing Social Science Data.  Newbury Park, CA:   
Sage Publications.   
       Sieber, J.E.  (1992).  Planning Ethically Responsible Research, Vol. 31.  Newbury 
Park, CA:  Sage Publications.  
       Videotape:  Available from Perrin “A Stampede of Zebras” (NSF)     
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Date/Readings     Topics 
 

Jan 11     Course Overview: 
     Reflective Discussion of Ethical Concerns 
     AIR model of Ethical Inquiry 
 
Jan 18     “Tools” for Ethical Inquiry:  Ethical Guidelines  
     Regarding Dual Relationships, Competency,  
     Research & Teaching 
 
S&F, Ch 1, Append A, B, C  Helsinki, Belmont, PHS 
E&S, pp. 286-316   Guidelines, Codes, APA, Nuremberg,  
     Steve Harkins:  Ethics & Graduate Education  
Handouts(Histories of Human and Animal use in Research, International Survey of 
Codes) 
Come prepared to share and hand in examples of an ethical guideline (precepts, codes) 
that relates directly to your “personal case study.”  You can find this type of “professional 
ethics” information on the APA and other professional websites. 
 
Jan 25    Some Additional “Tools” for Ethical Inquiry: 
 
   Ethical Theories 
   Stakeholder Theory/Map (Who’s Hurt/Benefits) 
   Feminist Theory, Moral Development Theory 
   Personal Reflection (e.g., assumptions, beliefs) 
   Social Psychological studies of prejudice, cognitive   
              dissonance, etc. 
   Nan Regina (speaker), Director of Office of Research Integrity 
   
Come prepared to discuss how stakeholder, ethical theories might be useful for clarifying 
and refining your thinking about your personal case study or other issues.  Check out the 
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy (University of Tennessee, Martin):  
www.utm.edu/research/iep for discussion of ethical theories (e.g., duty based, utilitarian, 
virtue).  Information is also available on Ethics Updates (University of San Diego):  
ethics.sandiago.edu.  Also, apply a stakeholder analysis to the situation.  What other types 
of interdisciplinary tools (psychological, sociological, legal, spiritual/religious analysis 
would be helpful to you in making a wiser decision? 
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Feb 1 
 
Ethical Challenges in Professional Life:  Conflicts of Interest, Dual Relationships, & 
Competency 
 
S&F:  Identifying Conflicts of Interest (pp 109-115) 
 
Bersoff (handouts):    Blevins-Knabe, The Ethics of Dual Relationships in Higher 
                                           Education   

  Slimp & Burian, Multiple Role Relationships During Internship: 
         Consequences and Recommendations 
  Bottlieb, Avoiding Exploitative Dual Relationships 
  Sone, Multiple Relationships:  Does the New Ethics Code Answer 
         the Right Questions? 

   Koocher & Keith-Spiegel, Knowing Thyself:  Competence &  
          Credentials 
 
For homework, make up and analyze a case study as a way of helping you to clarify your 
thinking and decision making about a particular dual relationship (e.g., teacher/student, 
PI/researcher, PI/teacher, researcher/teacher, employee/consultant) or competency issue.  
Identify the underlying ethical issues, your underlying assumptions and biases, and use 
interdisciplinary “tools” for your analysis. 
 
Feb 8 
 
Ethical Challenges in Research:  Treatment of Human and Animal ÒParticipantsÓ 
 
S&F:  Chapters 2-6 
E&S:  Chapter 8 
Bersoff (handouts):  Jordan & Meara, Ethics and the Professional Practice of  
                                Psychologists:  The Role of Virtues and Principles 
Bersoff:  The Virtue of Principle Ethics 
Sanyin:  Researching Ethically with Human Subjects in Cyberspace 
S. Nathanson (handout):  Philosophical Perspectives on the Morality of Using Animals  
         in Scientific Research (including writings of P. Singer,  
         T. Regan, C. Cohen and M.A. Warren on various perspectives). 
B. Orlans (handout):  Ethical Themes of National Regulations Governing Animals:  An  
   International Perspective 
 
For homework, make up and analyze a case study as a way of helping you to clarify your 
thinking and decision making about an issue related to either animal or human use in 
research.  Identify the underlying ethical issues and use a stakeholder analysis as part of 
your inquiry. 
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Feb 15 
 
Ethical Challenges in Research:  Scientific Misconduct (data, funding, oversight), 
Communicating with Public, Publication Issues, Conflicts of Interest 
 
E&S:  Chapters 3-7 
Stampede of Zebras (View video) 
 
For homework, make up and analyze a case study as a way of helping you to clarify your 
thinking and decision making about scientific misconduct, media, publication or conflicts 
of interest.  Explain how you could convert your refined thinking to some type of 
practical action (innovation, education, alternative, advocacy, etc.)  Explain. 
 
Feb 22  
 
Ethical Challenges in Teaching:  Student Privacy, Values, Boundaries, 
Cheating/Plagiarism, Student Assessment, Teacher Competence 
 
Bersoff (handouts):  Goodyear, Crego, & Johnson.  Ethical Issues in the Supervision of  
            Student Research:  A Study of Critical Incidents 
            Birch, Elliott, & Trankel.  Black and White and Shades of Gray:  A  
            Portrait of the Ethical Professor 
Koocher & Keith-Spiegel (handout):  Chapt. 16, Psychologists as Teachers 
Argaman (handout):  Subject Pool in the Psychology Department, Northeastern U. 
 
For homework, analyze an ethical challenge in your teaching or that you are or have 
experienced as a student.  Use interdisciplinary tools to analyze the situation and indicate 
how your analysis and decisions can be converted to practical actions that address the 
underlying ethical concerns. 
 
Mar 1 
 
Challenges in the ÒTeaching of EthicsÓ:  Values Clarification, Character Education, 
Ethical Inquiry 
 
E&S:  Chapter 1 
S&F:  Chapter 8 
Handouts: 
Cohen, P., McDaniels, M. and Qualters, D.M.  AIR:  A Teaching Tool for Cultivating 
Reflective Ethical Inquiry, College Teaching, 53, pp120-127 
Sisola, S.W.(2005) Integrating Theories and Practices of Adult Teaching and Learning: 
Implications for Ethics Education, In “Educating for Moral Action” Purtilo, R.B, Jensen, 
G.M & Royeen, C.B. Philadelphia: F.A. Davis Company 
 


